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Mission Statement
The Upper Dublin Alumni Hall of Fame recognizes and honors alumni of Upper Dublin High School for
outstanding achievements or significant contributions in the categories of:

Arts, Entertainment & Communications
Business & Law
Education
Government & Military
Medicine, Science & Technology
Philanthropy & Community Service
The Alumni Hall of Fame reaffirms the excellence of the Upper Dublin educational experience and provides
role models for current Upper Dublin students.
Candidates are eligible for consideration 10 years or more following graduation and must be of strong
moral character. The award may be presented posthumously.
The Upper Dublin Alumni Hall of Fame is a collaborative effort of the Upper Dublin Education Foundation
(UDEF) and the School District of Upper Dublin.

Upper Dublin High School Alumni Hall of Fame

PROGRAM
National Anthem
UDHS Alma Mater

(please stand)
(remain standing, words are printed on the next page)

Welcome

Deborah Wheeler

Introduction of Selection Committee

Heidi Yutzler-Overton, Chairperson

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Arts, Entertainment & Communications
• Suzy Kolber (1982)
• Josh Tower (1988)
• Josh Singer (1990)
• John Tartaglia (1996)
Business & Law
• Michael R. Stiles (1963)
• Scott, Guy & Jonathan Orens

Kim McArthur Callahan
Sally Hansen Malley
Deborah Wheeler
John Rodgers
Jeff Wallack
Susan Badger Lohoefer

(1972) (1974) (1978)

• Alex Furmansky (2003)
Education
• Robert C. Field (1958)
• Rudi K. Klobach (1962)
• Richard Mitchell Brown, III (1964)

Kim McArthur Callahan

Seasons of Love

performed by the UDHS Cast of Rent

Government & Military
• George R. Sterner (1958)
• Steven D. Hogg (1973)
• Brian A. Solo (1982)
• Robert K. Beale (1998)
• William J. Hackenbracht (1998)
Medicine, Science & Technology
• Christopher M. Clark (1964)
• Paul F. Mansfield (1975)
• Debra Somers Copit (1981)
Philanthropy & Community Service
• H. William Gift (1963)
• Lawrence & Christine Jenkins Smith (1965)
• Richard A. DeMaria (1971)
Closing

Robert Schultz
Art Levinowitz
Susan Badger Lohoefer

Deborah Wheeler
Art Levinowitz
Jack Fuery
Robert Schultz
Jack Fuery
John Rodgers
Gary Miller
Heidi Yutzler-Overton
Sally Hansen Malley
Jeff Wallack
Gary Miller
Robert Schultz

Upper Dublin High School Alma Mater
Hail Upper Dublin Senior High
Spirit of loyalty
Cardinal and Gray
Leading the way
Onward to victory
First in our hearts and minds are you
Proudly our colors fly
Onward in life we go from you
Our Upper Dublin High

Arts, Entertainment & Communications

Suzy Kolber
Class of 1982

Professional Sportscaster, Co-Producer & Anchor
Anchor and reporter Suzy Kolber originally joined ESPN in 1993 and has since become a mainstay of the network’s
NFL coverage. Host of the year-round, weekday show NFL Insiders, Kolber also serves as on-site host for Monday
Night Football’s pregame show, Monday Night Countdown.
During ESPN’s annual Super Bowl week coverage and NFL Draft telecasts, Kolber plays a major role in the network’s
studio presentations. She has conducted red carpet and green room interviews at the NFL Draft since 2004.
Widely praised for elevating the NFL sideline role, Kolber was a part of ESPN’s weekly prime time NFL game for a
decade, first on Sunday Night Football (2001-2005) and continuing on Monday Night Football during the series’ first
six seasons on ESPN (2006-2011).
In 2006, Kolber experienced one of her career highlights when she worked the sidelines for ABC Sports’ broadcast of
Super Bowl XL in Detroit and contributed to the network’s pre-game show.
The first female recipient of the Maxwell Football Club’s Sports Broadcaster of the Year Award in 2006, Kolber was
also named to Sports Business Daily’s 2004 list of the 10 favorite sports TV personalities of the past 10 years.
When ESPN2 launched in 1993, Kolber joined the company as co-host for the network’s SportsNight, which debuted
October 1. She later anchored on SportsCenter, was a reporter on College GameDay, a co-host of the X Games (’95’96), and hosted ESPN2′s SportsFigures, which used sports celebrities and analogies to teach math and physics.
Kolber left ESPN for Fox Sports in November 1996 where she anchored a nightly sports news program and reported
from NFL games in addition to hosting figure skating and weekend NHL coverage. Upon her return to ESPN in 1999,
Kolber served as host of NFL Matchup (1999-2003) and contributed “Backstage” segments to Monday Night
Countdown. In past NFL off-seasons, Kolber served as a SportsCenter anchor and on-site host for ESPN’s coverage at
the French Open (2004-08) and Wimbledon (2003-2009). In 2000 and 2001 she hosted the X Games and Winter X
Games. She returned to the event as co-host of the Winter X Games in Aspen in 2006. Her credits also include hosting
Triple Crown horse racing events for ESPN as well as ESPN pre-race NASCAR Countdown shows on ABC in 2007, often
during the same weekends as MNF games in the fall.
Kolber came to ESPN from WPEC-TV in West Palm Beach, FL, where she was a weekend sports anchor and weekday
feature reporter since December 1991. In 1991, Kolber’s freelance assignments included work as a reporter/producer
for Breeders’ Cup Newsfeed in Greenwich, CT; a field producer for Inside Edition in New York; a sports specials
producer for WCIX-TV in Miami, and a producer/director for NFL Films.
From 1989-1990, she freelanced as a sports specials producer for WPLG-TV in Miami. In addition, she produced two
magazine shows, Cowboys Special Edition in Irving, TX (1990-1991) and Greyhound Racing America in Miami (19881990). From 1985-1989, she produced the 5:30p sportscast at WTVJ-TV in Miami, winning a 1988 local Sports Emmy.
Kolber graduated from the University of Miami in 1986 with a BA in Telecommunications. While an undergraduate,
she worked at Dynamic Cable in Coral Gables as a sports director (1984-1986). After graduation, she worked at CBS
Sports in New York as a videotape coordinator (1986).

Arts, Entertainment & Communications

Josh Tower
Class of 1988

Broadway Leading Man
& Television Actor
Josh Tower grew up in Ambler with his mom Gail and sister, former UDHS basketball star Cory, Class of '92. So many
memories held near and dear at UD. The best memories are of people and friends that touched his life each in their
own singular, individual and special way. Those relationships helped make him the artist that he is today.
For over two decades Josh has been living the dream, doing what he loves: working in New York and Los Angeles in
television and theater. Now with wife Karen, son Luke and daughter Marlowe, the beautiful journey continues.
Josh holds a BA from Temple University, an MFA from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and is a Veteran of
the U.S. Army.
Josh Tower claims he was never as good a football player as he thought he was; dropping nearly every pass sent his
way. Glasses were needed. Several other claims he makes: Nobody else knows this but....he is a mutant.
So...Shhhhhh. Most recently he climbed naked to the summit of Mt. Everest. It was cold. He doesn't know magic but
will make you BELIEVE! Thank you for this honor. To be remembered in any regard is an honor but to go into the "UD
Hall of Fame" is just BEYOND all. Peace and Love.

Arts, Entertainment & Communications

John Tartaglia
Class of 1996

Tony & Emmy-nominated Broadway & Television Star
Producer, Performer & Puppeteer
At the young age of 16, John Tartaglia began his career in children’s television when he was cast as a puppeteer on
the world-renowned Sesame Street. John went on to create, executive produce and star in his own preschool series,
Johnny and the Sprites, for Disney Junior. The series was nominated for eight Emmy Awards, including a nomination
for “Outstanding Performance in a Children’s Series” for Tartaglia.
He earned a Tony Award nomination for his Broadway debut in the dual roles of Princeton and Rod in the hit musical
Avenue Q. Other Broadway roles include Lumiere in Disney’s Beauty and the Beast and Pinocchio in Shrek the
Musical.
As a director, John helmed the national tours of Dinosaur Train Live and Sid the Science Kid Live, Claudio Quest (New
York Musical Theatre Festival), winner of six awards including "Best in Fest;" The Wizard of Oz, Tarzan and Shrek the
Musical at the St Louis MUNY; Lord Tom (York Theater); Shrek The Halls (Dreamworks Theatricals); Because of Winn
Dixie (Arkansas Rep); and more.
John stars as Kip on Jim Henson's Word Party on NETFLIX. John wrote the acclaimed Off-Broadway musical
ImaginOcean that has been re-imagined as a television series, currently airing on PBS Kids called Jim Henson's Splash
and Bubbles. John plays Splash, Tidy and Maury and serves as its Creator and Co-Executive Producer. More can be
found about John's work at www.johntartagliaproductions.com

Arts, Entertainment & Communications

Josh Singer
Class of 1990

Academy Award-winning Screenwriter
Television Writer & Producer
Josh Singer was involved in many extracurricular activities at Upper Dublin including the math club, drama club, video
club, chorus, wrote for the school newspaper and played on the school's baseball team. He was awarded the Upper
Dublin Medal for Outstanding Male Student, was named class valedictorian, a Presidential scholar and a National
Merit Scholar.
Josh graduated magna cum laude from Yale University with distinction in Mathematics and Economics. While at Yale
he was a member and business manager of both The Whiffenpoofs and The Yale Alley Cats. Prior to starting
graduate school he did internships at Nickelodeon in New York and The Disney Channel in Los Angeles. As a result of
this he developed an interest in script writing. He then obtained his JD from Harvard Law School and an MBA from
Harvard Business School.
After Josh graduated from Harvard, he moved to Los Angeles and sought advice on how to break into the industry in
Hollywood from a former classmate at Yale who advised him to write a mock script for a show he liked. At the time
he enjoyed The West Wing and so wrote a script and through some luck, had the script taken to show runner John
Wells. He was then hired as a staff writer for The West Wing, where he worked for the final three seasons.
In 2012 he wrote the screenplay for The Fifth Estate, which focused on Julian Assange and WikiLeaks. The movie was
panned and did not do well at the box office. Josh says that experience was very difficult but he remains proud of
that work and feels it laid the foundation for his next screenplay, Spotlight.
In 2015 he co-wrote the screenplay for Spotlight, the story of the Boston Globe investigation of the Archdiocese of
Boston's cover-up of priest sexual abuse and the societal issues it raises. The movie was one of the most acclaimed
movies of the year, with six Academy Award nominations and two wins - one for best picture and for Best Original
Screenplay for Singer and his co-writer, Tom McCarthy.
In 2012, Josh married the American novelist Laura Dave. They reside in Los Angeles.

Business & Law

Michael R. Stiles
Class of 1963

Philadelphia Phillies Executive VP & COO
U.S. Attorney, Trial Judge & Philadelphia Prosecutor
In April of 2001, Michael Stiles was hired by the Philadelphia Phillies Major League Baseball Club as their Vice
President for Administration and Operations. In that capacity, Stiles was responsible for the general administration
of the Phillies Front Office as well as for overseeing ballpark and game day operations. In February of 2015, Stiles
was promoted to the position of Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, spearheading all business
operations and supervising the general administration of the club.
As an attorney since 1971, Stiles held significant positions in public service for almost 30 years before joining the
Phillies. From 1993 until 2001, he served as the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania;
before that he served for more than 10 years as an elected trial judge in the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia
County. Prior to that, he worked as a trial attorney and supervisor in the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office for 12
years, the last two of which he served as First Assistant District Attorney of Philadelphia
Stiles obtained his undergraduate degree in Political Science from the University of Pennsylvania, and his law degree,
with honors, from Villanova University School of Law, where he was the Articles Editor of the Law Review. He has
taught trial advocacy courses at Temple University School of Law, as well as undergraduate Criminal Justice courses
there. He has served as the Chairperson of the Woodlynde School Board of Directors and on the Board of Directors
of United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania. He formerly served on the Board of Trustees for Thomas Jefferson
University. He presently serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the Committee of Seventy, a
Philadelphia government watchdog group.
Michael and Leslie Stiles live in the East Falls section of Philadelphia. They have two adult children, Eric Stiles and
Jacqueline Cuddeback; one son-in-law, John Cuddeback; and three grandchildren, Jack, Whitney, and Cole
Cuddeback.

Business & Law

Scott, Guy & Jonathan Orens
Classes of 1972, 1974 & 1978

Regional Real Estate Developers & Property Managers
Scott Orens, Principal/Officer
Scott graduated from Muhlenberg College with a Bachelor of Science degree. As president of Orens Brothers
development and construction companies, Scott is primarily responsible for investigating new developments and
acquisitions of typically land or vacated buildings to keep the company growing and evolving. His day to day activities
consist of construction management duties for current development projects, oversight of the general contracting
division, and creating and cultivating a following of equity partners and investors. Scott is a licensed real estate
broker in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. He has been in the construction and development fields since the mid1970's and has general contracting, master plumbing and master electrician licenses in the City of Philadelphia.
Guy Orens, Principal/Officer
Guy graduated from the University of Pennsylvania. He has been active in real estate development, marketing, and
management since the 1980's. Guy’s responsibilities include being senior financial officer for all business operations,
overseeing all monies, collections and accounts payable. He is the primary liaison with accountants, lawyers and
insurance companies, and is responsible for reviewing all documents and records. His dynamic approach enabled the
Orens Brothers to turn around distressed buildings after other management companies had failed. He has been a key
factor in building and maintaining a multitude of management contacts and projects. Guy has a Pennsylvania real
estate brokerage license and currently is primarily involved in maintaining and expanding Orens Brothers real estate
portfolio, and developing new management contracts.
Jon Orens, Principal/Officer
Jon graduated from Ursinus College with a BA in Political Science. While originally supervising construction and
renovations to various developments, today - with the use of his real estate brokerage licenses in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey - he heads the sales and rentals division of Orens Bros. Real Estate, Inc. He is responsible for developing
and marketing effective and flexible strategies for both investment and owner-occupied properties. Jon sits on the
Board of Directors of the Greater Philadelphia Association of Realtors, a position held since 1995. He has received
several awards and Philadelphia City Council citations for his activity with the Association, and currently has GRI, SRES
and ABR designations. He has taught entry level real estate courses for aspiring real estate licensees at the Temple
University Real Estate Institute since 1995 as well as ethics training for the Greater Philadelphia Association of
Realtors since 2003.

Business & Law

Alex Furmansky
Class of 2003

Entrepreneurial Business Leader & CEO
Alex Furmansky is an American entrepreneur and businessman. He graduated magna cum laude from the University
of Pennsylvania in 2007 with degrees from both the School of Engineering and the Wharton School of Business. After
graduation, Alex worked on Wall Street as an investment banker with Evercore Partners. He then joined OpenPeak as
the Director of Business Development.
In 2011, he resigned to launch his first venture, Sparkology, the invite-only online dating service in New York City.
Alex sold the business after growing it to over 20,000 members.
In 2013, Alex founded Budsies, the company which turns artwork and photographs into 3D custom stuffed toys.
Budsies has brought to life over 35,000 custom plush creations and recently launched Petsies, which makes plush
lookalikes of people's real pets.
Through its philanthropic Budsies Pals program, the company brings the magic of Budsies to children battling illness
at hospitals including Joe DiMaggio's Children's Hospital and the Children’s Hospital of Atlanta. You may have seen
Alex on the reality TV series Shark Tank, where he turned down offers from two of the Sharks.
Alex is a contributing writer to Inc. Magazine and Huffington Post, and appeared on CNBC, Buzzfeed, and Fox News,
among others. He enjoys sailing and welcomes anyone to stop by the Budsies office for a game of ping pong,
anytime!

Education

Robert C. Field
Class of 1958

Upper Dublin Teacher, Coach, Principal & Leader
Tireless Advocate for Excellence in UD Schools
Robert Field graduated from Muhlenberg College with a BS in Biology and Chemistry. He received his MS in
Educational Administration from Temple University.
Bob worked in the School District of Upper Dublin for his entire career which spanned 36 years, 1965-2001. He was a
science teacher from 1965-1973 at Upper Dublin Junior High School, moving into an Assistant Principal position. He
then served as Principal at Fort Washington Elementary School, Three Tuns Junior High School, Sandy Run Middle
School and Upper Dublin High School. Bob was a known and lauded advocate for the staff and students who came
under his supervision. He provided a very positive environment which enabled all to teach and learn while truly
enjoying their time at school. He was considered fair, always visible and always accessible.
Highlights of Bob’s career include Sandy Run Middle School (1983-1984) and Upper Dublin High School (1994-1996)
each being awarded a National Blue Ribbon for Excellence by the US Department of Education as outstanding schools
in America. Among other programs, he started the Advanced Placement (AP) program at Upper Dublin High School;
UDHS was one of the only schools in Montgomery County that taught Calculus-2 at the time. He also supported the
infusion of technology into curriculum; advocated for origination of new clubs and student activities; initiated the
Senior Class Trip to Disneyworld, the Post Prom, set up of Instructional Planning Centers, the Allied Arts Show,
Computer Labs, lights in Cardinal Stadium, the Career Center, the Head Start Program, and more. Bob hired the first
female athletic director in Montgomery County, and, supported the introduction of four new Varsity sports. He was
awarded the Outstanding Educator of Montgomery County.
Bob was married to Fern Field until her passing in 2016. They have two children who are also Upper Dublin alumni.
Bruce Field (‘87) and Carolyn Field DeLong (‘89).
Bob's personal interests include golf, fishing, and attending his grandkids' events. He served on the Board of Old York
Road Country Club and for 12 years on the Gwynedd Hunt Homeowners’ Association Board.

Education

Rudi K. Klobach
Class of 1962

Dedicated Educator
& Celebrated Soccer Coach
Upon graduation from Upper Dublin High School, Rudi Klobach attended Thiel College near Pittsburgh where he
received his BS in Education majoring in English and German. He completed post graduate work in Education at
Temple University. His first teaching position found him in Weatherly, PA teaching English and German
commensurate with coaching Boys Soccer and Track. Teaching and coaching these two sports would become a major
focus of his career path. His dedication to these interests touched many lives and achieved for him many awards.
Besides being an excellent coach, he was an extremely proficient athlete.
Circumstances brought him back to the Philadelphia area where he taught as a permanent substitute teacher in
Philadelphia School District’s Northeast High School for a few years before accepting a teaching and coaching
position in the Delran Public Schools in New Jersey. It was in Delran where Rudi, affectionately known as "Coach K,"
and “The Red Baron,” really came into his own. He built the school's German Language Program from one period a
day to full-time, teaching 5 levels; while also teaching one German class at the middle school. Every other year Rudi
would take his German students to Germany, Austria, and Switzerland as part of their foreign language experience.
He established the German Club and coached the Girls Soccer Team through many winning seasons.
As Soccer Coach, Rudi coached 18 girls who became First Team All-League, seven girls First Team All-South Jersey,
four All-State, and two who were High School All-Americans. One of Rudi's players, Carli Lloyd Hollins, is a two-time
Olympic gold medalist (2008, 2012) among many other honors, currently playing for Manchester City in the FA
Women's Super League in Europe and the United States Women's National Soccer Team.
Rudi was selected twice to coach the South Jersey Senior All-Star Game and the State Senior All-Star Game. Rudi was
asked to coach soccer at the World Scholar Athlete Games in Rhode Island for four summers. He was selected as
Coach of the Year in South Jersey and also named State Regional Coach of the Year.
After retiring from Delran, Rudi continued to coach soccer and track in several school districts including Cherry Hill,
Gateway Regional, Woodbury and Glassboro. In 2011 he received the crowning honor of his career when he was
inducted into the South Jersey Soccer Hall of Fame. He completed his soccer coaching career with 256 wins.
Both in the classroom and on the field Rudi Klobach emphasized the importance of individual growth and
development along with respect for others. He cared about his students encouraging them to work hard, excel, and
"enjoy the game."
Rudi Klobach passed away in January 2015 due to progressive complications from ALS.

Education

Richard Mitchell Brown, III
Commander, U.S. Navy (Retired)
Class of 1964

Professor of National Security & Naval Strategist
Naval Aviator and Combat Seawolf Pilot
A few weeks after graduating from Upper Dublin High School, Mitch entered the US Naval Academy and never looked
back. UDHS prepared him well though. After four years at USNA, Mitch was commissioned in June of 1968 and spent
the next 26 years on active duty in the Navy. He received flight training in Pensacola, where he also was part of the
Naval Air Training Command Choir.
Upon earning his “Navy Wings” in December of 1969, his first squadron duty was flying Navy Huey Helicopter
Gunships with the HAL-3 SEAWOLVES in the Mekong River Delta along the South Vietnam/Cambodian border, where
he logged more than 700 combat flights. Subsequent operational tours included flying Carrier-based Anti-Submarine
helicopters, HS-7 on the USS Saratoga (Atlantic) and later HS-4 on the USS Kitty Hawk (Pacific/IO).
Mitch also spent two years as the AIRBOSS of the USS Denver, LPD-9 (Pacific). His staff tours included Helicopter
Training & Readiness Officer for Commander, US Naval Air Forces Pacific in San Diego, Head of the Strategic Analysis
Branch for Commander US Naval Forces Europe in London, and Navy NATO Strategy & Concepts Officer on the
OPNAV staff in the Pentagon.
Mitch spent his last five years on active duty as the Navy’s First Chair of Strategic Planning, in the National Security
Affairs Department in Monterey, CA where he is an Adjunct Professor, but now for the Naval War College/College of
Distance Education.
Mitch Brown has more than 50 years of Federal service with the US Navy, including 30 years of teaching; three years
of undergraduate-level at the University of Pennsylvania NROTC Unit; 10 years of graduate masters-level with the
National Security Affairs Department of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS); and 17 years of graduate level masters
and PME/JPME teaching for the Naval War College, College of Distance Education (NWC/CDE) at its NPS campus in
Monterey, CA. Professor Brown has successfully taught more than 3,000 students in six different courses in multiple
iterations for NPS, and 112 sections of National and Theater Security Decision Making courses in various iterations
and configurations.
In addition to his BS in Engineering from the US Naval Academy (1968) with a major in Foreign Affairs and a minor in
Russian, Mitch later earned an MBA (1976) from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania, an MA (1980,
Distinguished Graduate) in National Security Affairs (Scientific and Technical Intelligence) from the Navy
Postgraduate School (NPS), and the Naval Command and Staff Diplomas (2002) from the NWC/CDE.

Government & Military

George R. Sterner

Vice Admiral, US Navy (Retired)
Class of 1958

Submarine Commander, Materiel Professional
& Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command
Vice Admiral George Sterner, United States Navy (Retired) served in the United States Navy for 36 years. His career
included command of two nuclear submarines, Submarine Torpedo Program Manager and Program Executive Officer
for Submarine Combat Systems and Torpedoes. He commanded the Naval Sea Systems Command where he was
responsible for design, construction and life-cycle support of all naval ships, submarines and small craft. Following his
Navy career, Admiral Sterner joined Walt Disney Imagineering in 1998 as Vice President for System Integration on the
MS Disney Wonder cruise ship construction team in Marghera, Italy.
He returned to the defense industry in 1999 as the Raytheon Company Naval Mission Area Executive. Admiral Sterner
retired from Raytheon in 2005 after three years as Vice President for Strategic Pursuits, which included oversight of a
modest company-wide investment account for future technology and growth. He was also a Raytheon Executive
Coach for mid-grade, high-potential managers.
Admiral Sterner served on the Penn State Applied Research Laboratory Advisory Board and was a member of the
Industrial and Professional Advisory Council (IPAC) for the Pennsylvania State University College of Engineering.
During this period until his retirement in 2015 he was Managing Director and co-owner of an independent consulting
company in Virginia.
Admiral Sterner received an NROTC scholarship to Pennsylvania State University where he earned a BS (1962) in
Aerospace Engineering, with honors, and is a member of Phi Kappa Phi and Tau Beta Pi honor societies. He also holds
an MS (1968) in Operations Research from the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA and completed the
Advanced Management Program (1985) at the Harvard University Graduate School of Business. He was named a
Distinguished Alumni Fellow of Penn State in 1995 and honored as an Outstanding Engineering Alumni in 2007.
George and his wife Louise have two children – Susan and Robert, and three grandchildren – Nicolas, Eva and Misha.

Government & Military

Steven D. Hogg

Colonel, USMC (Retired)
Class of 1973

Commanding Officer, Recruit Training Regiment
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, SC
Colonel Hogg graduated from the University of Maryland in 1978 with a BA in Criminal Justice. He attended Officer
Candidate School in Quantico, VA, and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 1980.
Colonel Hogg’s assignments in the operating forces include:
● Forward Observer, Assistant Executive Officer, and Firing Platoon Commander, Battery B, 1st Battalion, 10th
Marines (1/10), 2D Marine Division (Marine Division), Camp Lejeune, NC as well as 1/10 Survey/
Meteorological Officer
● Commanding Officer, Battery L, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines (4/12), 3D Marine Division, Okinawa, JA as well as
4/12 Headquarters Battery Commander, Assistant Operations Officer, and Operations Officer
● Executive Officer, 5th Battalion, 11th Marines, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA
● Logistics Officer, 11th Marines, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA
● Inspector-Instructor, 4th Battalion, 14th Marines, 4th Marine Division, Bessemer, AL
● Executive Officer, 11th Marines, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA
● Assistant Chief of Staff (AC/S) G-7/Inspector and AC/S G-3/Operations, 3D Marine Division, Okinawa, JA
Colonel Hogg’s assignments in the supporting establishment include:
● Platoon Commander, Operations Officer and Guard Officer, Marine Barracks, Charleston, SC
● Fire Support Instructor, U.S. Army Field Artillery School, Ft. Sill, OK
● Executive Officer, Support Battalion and Director, Drill Instructor School, Recruit Training Regiment, Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, CA
● Executive Officer/Senior Marine, Expeditionary Warfare Training Group, Pacific, Coronado, CA
● Commanding Officer, Recruit Training Regiment, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, SC
Colonel Hogg’s professional military education includes:
● Master of Military Studies
● MA in National Security and Strategic Studies
Colonel Hogg’s personal awards include:
● The Legion of Merit (with one star in lieu of second award)
● The Meritorious Service Medal (with three stars in lieu of fourth award)
● The Navy Commendation Medal
● The Army Commendation Medal
● Navy Achievement Medal
Colonel Hogg is married to the former Maureen Mallory of Salisbury, MD. They have a son (Michael), a daughter
(Mallory), and a granddaughter (Wynn). Colonel Hogg retired from active duty in 2007 at which time Maureen and he
moved to Longview, WA. Since transitioning to civilian life, Colonel Hogg has done military contracting work
overseas, and also managed the Cowlitz County Juvenile Detention Center in Longview, from which he retired in Dec
2015. Colonel Hogg is now working on a degree in Medical Administration; and, he and Maureen volunteer in the
local community and at their church.

Government & Military

Brian A. Solo

Commander US Navy (Retired)
Class of 1982

Commanding Officer, USS COLE (DDG67)
& Pentagon Staff
Brian Solo grew up in Ambler, Pennsylvania with his tremendously supportive parents, Richard and Linda Solo and
with his sister, Julia Solo, who is a 1985 graduate of Upper Dublin High School and a member of the Inaugural Class of
the Upper Dublin High School Athletic Hall of Fame. As an Upper Dublin High School student, he received an
appointment to the United States Naval Academy, and while a Midshipman, earned four varsity letters: three in
lightweight football and one in wrestling. Brian graduated With Distinction from the Naval Academy in May 1986,
earning a BS in Mechanical Engineering. He was also awarded a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the
University of Maryland in December 1986. Commander Solo is a graduate of the Naval War College, the Armed
Forces Staff College and he is also a Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Seminar XXI Fellow.
Commander Solo served in the United States Navy over a 23 year career. His sea duty assignments included tours in
six different ships including USS MISSISSIPPI (CGN 40), USS TICONDEROGA (CG 47), USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70), USS
ANTIETAM (CG 54), USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72) and as Commanding Officer in USS COLE (DDG 67).
Operationally, he participated in Counter Narcotic Operations in both the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. He
also deployed in support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm during the first Gulf War, in support of
Operations Southern Watch and Desert Strike enforcing the “no fly” zones in Iraq, and in support of the United
Nations embargo of the former Yugoslavia during Operations Sharp Guard and Deny Flight.
Ashore, Commander Solo served as an Instructor of Mechanical and Naval Engineering at the United States Naval
Academy. He was the Officer-In-Charge of the Surface Nuclear Propulsion Mobile Training Team and he served as a
Staff Officer in the Pentagon for three separate tours, once on the staff of the Office of the Secretary of Defense and
twice on the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations.
His personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal with four
gold stars, the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with two gold stars, and the Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal.
Since retiring from the U.S. Navy in 2009, Brian has worked in the defense and logistics industries. He is currently an
Executive Director of Operations for XPO Logistics and resides in Greensboro, NC.
Brian is married to the former Amy Maness and they are preparing to celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary in
May of 2017. They have two grown children, a son Burke and a daughter Marjorie.

Government & Military

Major Robert K. Beale
Class of 1998

US Army Special Operations Aviation Officer
While a student at Upper Dublin High School, Major Robert K. Beale was a member of the Varsity Swim Team,
Orchestra, German Club and National Honor Society. Additionally, he participated in the Boy Scouts of America with
Troop 542 (achieving the rank of Eagle Scout) as well as being a member of the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra.
Following his graduation from Upper Dublin, Rob attended the US Military Academy at West Point, NY. As a Cadet,
he was a member of the Varsity Crew Team and President of the German Club. He graduated in 2002 with a BS in
German. Upon graduation, he received his Army commission as a Second Lieutenant and was assigned to the
Aviation Branch. Rob attended flight school at Fort Rucker, AL and graduated in 2003 as a rated UH-60 Blackhawk
Pilot.
Rob was first assigned to the 12th Aviation Brigade in Giebelstadt, Germany, where he served three years as an
Adjutant, Platoon Leader, Executive Officer and UH-60 Pilot in Command. Following his tour to Germany, Rob
assessed for the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) for service in Savannah, GA. Rob’s duties
within the 160th SOAR(A) included Platoon Leader, Company Commander, Operations Officer (S3) and MH-47
Chinook Fully Mission Qualified Pilot in Command. Within Rob’s time with the 160th SOAR(A), he also served a tour
with the 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii as a CH-47 Chinook Company Commander and graduated from the Command
and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, KS. He completed an MA in International Relations from Webster
University.
Rob has deployed more than a dozen times to Iraq, Afghanistan and other locations around the world. He currently
serves at the Pentagon in Washington, DC on the Army Staff as the Senior Army Special Operations Aviation Officer
within the Special Operations Division. His military awards and decorations include the Silver Star for Valor, four
Bronze Stars, three Air Medals, the Combat Action Badge, the Senior Aviator Badge, the Parachutist Badge, and the
Army Staff badge. He is rated in the TH-67, OH-58, UH-60, CH-47 and MH-47 helicopters.
Rob’s father (Keith ’73), uncle (Kenneth ’70), and brother (Scott ’01) are all graduates of Upper Dublin High School.

Government & Military

Major William J. Hackenbracht
Class of 1998

US Army Special Operations Civil Affairs Officer
Major William Hackenbracht credits the lessons he learned and the experiences he gained at Upper Dublin as the
foundation for a meaningful military career balanced with building a family. This foundation - of Academics, Athletics
and Community Service - directly translated to a profession that is mentally and physically challenging, and one that
offers opportunities to make a difference in the world.
Bill has deployed into combat with the 173rd Airborne Brigade in Afghanistan, where he authored and coordinated a
regional development initiative for provinces along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. After assessment and selection
to the Army Special Operations Forces as a Civil Affairs Officer, Bill deployed repeatedly to the Syrian border and
refugee camps in Jordan - where he assisted the U.S. Embassy and other government agencies to address the
breakdown in security and humanitarian conditions caused by the Syrian Civil War. Before assuming company
command in 3rd Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg, NC, Bill served as the lead planner and liaison to the U.S.
Department of State for Special Forces teams assisting the Libyan Army's campaign to defeat ISIS.
Bill's awards and recognitions include the Upper Dublin Medal for Outstanding Male Student and class valedictorian;
Boy Scouts of America's Eagle Scout Award; the Department of State Meritorious Honor Award; and multiple Joint,
Army, Navy and Marine Corps awards as well as the Expert Field Medical Badge and Master Parachutist Badge.
He and his wife, Leslie, a former Foreign Service Officer with the U.S. Agency of International Development, met
while in Jordan and currently reside in Durham, NC.

Medicine, Science and Technology

Christopher M. Clark, M.D.
Class of 1964

Neurologist & Groundbreaking Researcher
for Alzheimer's Disease Detection & Therapies
Chris Clark, MD, was a neurologist who was deeply committed to research. His passion was to help develop efficient
and clinically applicable methods for the early and reliable diagnosis of Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), methods that could
be readily adopted into primary care practice. According to his colleagues, he had a particular talent for doing this.
Chris finished his neurology residency at the Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center in 1977. He spent the next seven
years in the Neurology Department with the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. In 1985, he joined the
Duke University Medical Center where he and a colleague initiated the multicenter Consortium to Establish a Registry
for Alzheimer’s Disease (CERAD), which was the first effort in the United States to standardize the clinical, cognitive,
and neuropathological assessment of AD. The standardized instruments of CERAD have been used globally and are
now published in at least 12 languages. While at Duke, he also co-developed the Dementia Severity Rating Scale
which could be completed by a family member and whose scores assisted in diagnosing dementia.
He returned to the University of Pennsylvania in 1990 where he spent the next 17 years as the Director of the Clinical
Core of the National Institute of Aging.
In 2008 he retired from the University of Pennsylvania faculty and became the Medical Director at Avid
Radiopharmaceuticals on the Research Campus of the University of Pennsylvania. It was in this role that he led the
investigative team that ultimately demonstrated the ability of a florbetapir PET scan to detect brain deposits of beta
amyloid. This landmark research, published in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) in January of
2011, represented a key advance in the development of clinically applicable AD diagnostics. It was also the
culmination of Chris’s career. He presented the case for acceptance of florbetapir to the FDA, and it was granted four
months after his death.
According to his closest colleagues, he was a masterful clinician, widely loved and revered by his patients and their
families and highly regarded as a hard-working team player by his peers. In addition, he enjoyed horseback riding,
dogs, woodworking, history, good food and drink, and biking. Chris died in January 2012 from the effects of a
sarcoma a few weeks after his 65th birthday.

Medicine, Science and Technology

Paul F. Mansfield, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Class of 1975

Professor of Surgery and Vice President, MD Anderson Cancer Center
Internationally Recognized Pioneering Surgical Oncologist
Paul F. Mansfield, MD, is Vice President of Acute Care Services, and Professor of Surgical Oncology at MD Anderson
Cancer Center. Dr. Mansfield earned a BS in Chemical Engineering from Drexel University in 1979. In 1983, he
received his MD at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia followed by surgical residency at Pennsylvania Hospital.
After completing a Fellowship in Surgical Oncology at MD Anderson, he became Assistant Professor with the
Department of Surgical Oncology in 1991 and promoted to Associate Professor in 1997. Dr. Mansfield went on to
become Professor of Surgical Oncology in 2003 and Deputy Chairman of this department in 2007. In 2009 he was
appointed Head of Emergency Services at MD Anderson. In May of 2011, he was named Vice President for Acute Care
Services.
Dr. Mansfield is certified with the American Board of Surgery and has special interests in appendiceal cancer and
gastric cancer. He has authored or co-authored over 160 articles in peer-reviewed publications, numerous book
chapters and has given countless presentations at national and international conferences.
Dr. Mansfield has received numerous awards including the Clinical Research Fellowship Trainee Award in 1988, the
American Cancer Society’s Clinical Oncology Fellowship Award in 1990, Outstanding Teacher Award in 1994, the
University Cancer Foundation Faculty Achievement Award for Patient Care in 2002; the Jacob Ehrenzeller Award in
2009, and Patients’ Choice Award and Castle Connolly America’s Best Doctors for many years.
Dr. Mansfield’s is involved in collaborative research in the fields of melanoma, gastric cancer and cancer of the
appendix. He is one of the pioneers of Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy (HIPEC). He was an early
advocate for staging laparoscopy and peritoneal washings in gastric cancer, which now, are part the standard of care
for this disease. Dr. Mansfield also pioneered the use of neoadjuvant chemoradiation therapy in gastric cancer,
which has resulted in some of the longest disease free survival rates for this disease ever reported. He is also the
Principal Investigator for the Non-carcinoid Tumor of the Appendix prospective database, which is one of the largest
in the world.

Medicine, Science and Technology

Debra Somers Copit, M.D., F.A.C.R.
Class of 1981

Diagnostic Radiologist, Breast Imaging Specialist
& Associate Professor of Radiology
Debra Somers Copit, MD, graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1981, majoring in Anthropology and
minoring in Spanish and Chemistry (magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa). Staying in Philadelphia, she completed
medical school in 1989 at Jefferson Medical College and started a residency at Einstein. After meeting her husband
while a medical student, she transferred to University of Texas Southwestern in Dallas for her final year of residency
as he completed a two year plastic and reconstructive surgery fellowship. Copit then did a fellowship in breast
imaging at the Susan G. Komen Center at Baylor in Dallas. She and her husband returned to Philadelphia where she
became the Chief of Breast Imaging at Einstein in 1995, a position she holds today.
Professionally, Dr. Copit is dedicated to finding breast cancer and to teaching medical students and residents. She
serves on many local, state and national committees on breast imaging. She has pursued much clinical research and
has been involved with digital breast tomosynthesis since its infancy before FDA approval; Copit completed some of
the work that led to FDA approval. She also participated as a researcher in one of the largest studies in
mammography of close to a half million women that showed that tomosynthesis is superior to 2D mammography.
These results were published in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) in 2014.
Debra Somers Copit has received the Outstanding Educator Award from the house staff at Einstein in 2008 and
Outstanding Researcher/Educator Award in Philadelphia from United Healthcare/Philadelphia Business Journal in
2014. In 2012 she received the Founders Award, Living Beyond Breast Cancer's highest honor, for her work with that
organization.
Somers Copit says her greatest accomplishment is her family: her husband of almost 25 years, Steve, who is the Chief
of Plastic Surgery at Jefferson; and their two sons, Scott, age 17 and Robbie, age 15; both of whom attend the
Episcopal Academy. A favorite family activity is skiing and all are animal lovers, caring for four dogs and one horse.

Philanthropy & Community Service

H. William Gift
Class of 1963

Upper Dublin Elected & Appointed Official
Emergency Services First Responder & Community Volunteer
Bill Gift was a member of the 1961 undefeated football team at Upper Dublin. He then went on to Penn State for
two years and took classes at Temple University.
For 36 years he was President of a local plastics fabrication company, Tubro Company, Inc., a family-owned company
located in Ivyland, PA.
His greatest accomplishments came in the area of volunteerism and community service. Bill served for seven years
on the Upper Dublin Township Planning Agency Advisory Board from 1985-1992, a volunteer board appointed by the
Board of Commissioners, charged with reviewing land development plans and making recommendations prior to
legislative action.
In 1992 Bill was elected to the Upper Dublin Board of Commissioners as the Ward 4 Commissioner, winning reelection in 1996. He served two terms as the President of the Board from 1996 until 2000. During his eight years as a
Commissioner, the Board took on the issues of selling the township-owned sewer system to a private company,
renovating and expanding the municipal complex, addressing land development and rezoning, and managing open
space acquisition and improvement.
Bill is a long-time member of the Fort Washington Fire Company, serving on their Board of Directors from 2004-2011
and from 2013-2016. He received the George Haggar Award in 2006 as Member of the Year.
Bill was involved in Angel Flight East as a volunteer mission coordinator, receiving the request from a patient or
family member and arranging the flight to and from medical facilities. He is now involved with Patient Airlift Services
which also arranges volunteer medical flights and free air transportation for needy individuals throughout the greater
northeast region. Bill helps to recruit volunteer pilots. He also drives patients and family members from the airport to
medical facilities.
He has been a member of the Ambler Community Ambulance since 2009. He currently serves as Vice President, as a
member of the Budget Committee and as a member of the New Equipment Procurement Committee.
Bill is a 30-year Mason; serving his Blue Lodge as Master in 1983.
"But I believe my most recent claim to fame is that on Tuesday, March 21, 2017, I celebrated my 10th anniversary as a
heart transplant recipient; and, on March 1, 2017, I marked one-year as a post-kidney transplant recipient."

Philanthropy & Community Service

Lawrence S. and Christine Jenkins Smith
Class of 1965

Supporters of Causes for Children & Families,
Disaster Relief & Natural Resources Preservation
Christine Jenkins and Lawrence Smith met as 9th graders at Upper Dublin. Post-high school, Larry went on to Ithaca
College where he studied Business with a concentration in Accounting, while Christine attended Cornell University to
study Psychology. After graduating from Ithaca College, Larry began his career with Arthur Andersen and Company in
Philadelphia. He became a partner and worked for 18 years in the tax department, specializing in International Tax
Law. He then spent the next 20 years with Comcast Corporation as their Chief Financial Officer. In that role he
spearheaded many mergers and acquisitions that would take Comcast from a relatively small regional cable company
to one of a handful of media giants in the USA. On many occasions, he won awards from national organizations and
publications as “CFO of the Year.” During his life Larry sat on several non-profit boards, most recently Meadowood
Senior Living and the Philadelphia YMCA. During his 15 year tenure on the board of the Y, as Chairman, he led the
effort to consolidate eight Y’s into one, becoming the Philadelphia Freedom Valley YMCA. Along with Christine, Larry
played an instrumental role in the building of the Ambler Area YMCA. After retiring from Comcast, Larry sat on the
corporate boards of Air Products, TE Connectivity and Hatfield Quality Meats. He was an active member in his local
church where he served as Trustee.
Christine, having received her degree in Psychology, earned her MS in Counseling Psychology and Human Services
from Chestnut Hill College. While their children were still young, Christine began part-time employment at Eagleville
Hospital in the Psychology Department. She then became a Crisis Counselor at Plymouth-Whitemarsh High School
serving the at-risk student population. Ten years later she founded the Center for Loss and Bereavement in Skippack,
PA and held the position of Executive Director. The Center, which opened in 2000, is a non-profit organization which
offers programs dealing with loss, trauma and grief. These programs include grief counseling to individuals, couples
and families; special interest support groups; a children’s support program called Nello’s Corner; Camp Millie, a
summer bereavement camp for children ages six to twelve; and, grief educational awareness presentations, seminars
and workshops. Christine continues her work today at the Center, in a volunteer capacity, in development and
awareness presentations. Christine served on the non-profit boards of the Perkiomen School, The Philadelphia Zoo
and presently sits on the President’s Council of the Natural Lands Trust. Christine has also been active in her local
church where she served as a Deacon and in a variety of other volunteer capacities.
Christine and Larry raised their family on a farm in Worcester Township, Montgomery County where they enjoyed
their shared love of faith, family, travel, sports of all kinds, animals and the land. They often spoke of how grateful
they were to live in this country and how blessed they were to have each other. Together they would agree that their
most crowning achievement in life is their family of three children, their spouses and their nine grandchildren. They
were married forty-eight years. Larry passed away on April 28, 2015.

Philanthropy & Community Service

Richard A. DeMaria
Class of 1971

Physical Therapist & Cancer Recovery Advocate
Nationally & Internationally-Renowned Presenter
Richard DeMaria cherishes his educational experience at Upper Dublin. He has lifelong friends, great memories and a
strong affection for the entire area. Richard has lived within 15 miles of where he grew up his entire life. Richard
especially cherishes the life lessons he learned while in high school. As a student athlete, he was a leader. He played
Football, Golf and Track; he participated in Student Government and many other activities.
Richard attributes a then-tragic life event that happened in September of 1970 at Upper Dublin High School as the
greatest life lesson he has ever had. He learned that being knocked down can offer an opportunity to get up and to
rise to even higher heights.
Richard had been a varsity football player as a sophomore and junior and dedicated himself to rigorous physical
regimen of training leading up to his senior year. On the very day he was named Captain of the Upper Dublin
Football team, he suffered a season ending knee injury. He went from the top of his world to a hospital bed in two
hours. The injury resulted in multiple subsequent surgeries and related rehabilitation episodes. During the next
several years, Richard was exposed to Physical Therapists. He developed an interest in the field of Rehabilitation and
pursued a professional education at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Allied Medical Professions. His
becoming a Physical Therapist is directly related to his heartbreaking experience on the high school football field.
Richard learned that one can make a difficult situation into a beneficial situation. He frequently speaks about the
“good that can come from the bad.”
Richard has focused his practice as a Physical Therapist on meeting the rehabilitative needs of people recovering
from cancers. Richard cherishes his career and is especially grateful for the opportunity to have helped so many in
need. He maintains a vibrant clinical practice, focusing exclusively on acutely diagnosed people or late stage, hospice
care.
Richard is and has been a leader in the Oncologic Physical Therapy field. He has served as a National Officer in the
American Physical Therapy Association’s Oncology Section as well as the National Membership Director; he has
published and presented nationally as well as internationally. Richard was on the team that introduced the concept
of Rehabilitation following Breast Reconstruction in Japan. His work has helped to make rehabilitation more
available and mainstream for people recovering from all treatment aspects of cancers including surgery,
chemotherapy and radiation. He has received prestigious awards including the Shining Star Award from Gilda’s Club
and The Founders Award from Living Beyond Breast Cancer.
Richard is also very generous. He and his organization, Dynamic Rehabilitation Services, have sponsored and
participated in the American Cancer Society Bike-a-Thon fundraiser 21 times. He has hosted countless fundraising
parties for local and national charities and given of himself in many ways.
Richard’s incredible career was spurned from the event that occurred in September of 1970. Tens of thousands of
people have been helped by him. Richard reflects on the day that he perceived as the worst day of his life that
somehow became one of the best things that ever happened to him. Richard uses that life lesson daily, to illuminate
hope within his patients and friends.
Richard is a huge fan of Upper Dublin. He has a true affection, has supported many endeavors and continues to be
proud of his early and high school education.
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